Insects:

Insects are the largest group of animals in the world. We have around 20,000- 30,000 insect species in New Zealand, and over 5 million species of insect worldwide. Our most famous, largest and protected insect in New Zealand would have to be the weta. There are 90 species of Weta in NZ (50 of these species are cave weta). 
The females lay about 100 eggs each month, which hatch into nymphs. As they grow they moult because their hard exoskeletons cannot stretch. The moult takes about two hours and can occur seven times until they reach adulthood. Weta can live up to 12 years.
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Wetas hear with their legs, and breathe through spiracles (holes) in their sides. The hissing scraping noise that they make is created by the weta scraping its legs along its back.

Have you ever seen a weta raise its back legs above its body? They do this in defense if they are scared or being attacked.

Weta are omnivores. They eat dead moths, beetles, caterpillars and leaves.
What animals eat weta?

How can we protect weta?
